Shiloh Notes & News March 2026

A Word From the Pastor

As we move into March we also move into the heart of Lent, which actually started on
Ash Wednesday a couple weeks ago. So, what exactly is the season of Lent.

In simplest terms, Lent is a season of slowing down. Let’s face it, we live in a world that
urges us to always be in a hurry, to consume, and distract ourselves with the latest fad or
technology. Lent invites us to pause. For forty days, the Church follows Jesus into the
wilderness: a place of testing, reflection, hunger, and deep dependence on God. The wilderness
is not comfortable, and it’s not meant to be. It’s quiet. Honest. Stripped of excess. And that’s
exactly why it is holy.

There is purpose in the wilderness. When Jesus entered the wilderness, he didn’t go by
accident. He was led there by the Holy Spirit. And some might misunderstand Jesus’ time in the
wilderness as a punishment, but it was not, it was a time of preparation. Lent reminds us that
God will sometimes lead us into quieter, possibly leaner, spaces — not to harm us, but to refine
us. In the wilderness we learn things: What we truly depend on; what distractions we cling to;
what fears still shape us; how deeply we need grace.

In the wilderness, with no bread to be found, Jesus declared, “Man does live on bread
alone.” When offered power, he chose obedience. When urged to test God, he chose to trust.
Lent asks us: What is it that tempts us away from trust? What is it that fills us more than God
does? What would it mean to rely on God more deeply?

Traditionally, Lent centers on three practices: fasting, prayer, and alms (giving). In fasting,
we are letting go of something good to remember we need God more. Through prayer we are
leaning in closer to hear God’s voice. By giving we are loosening our grip on we own so love can
flow outward. These aren’t spiritual achievements that we should get some reward for; they
are training grounds for the heart. When we fast, we feel hunger, and that hunger can become
prayer. When we pray, we begin to see our need more clearly. When we give, we reflect the
generosity of Jesus. Lent isn’t about proving our devotion, it’s about making room for
transformation.

And, of course, that transformation involves repentance. We talk a lot about repentance,
so | don’t need to define it here. Lent gives us permission to examine our lives without shame
and without fear. We confess not, because God is eager to condemn us, but because God is
eager to restore us. On Ash Wednesday we were reminded to “Remember that you are dust.”
This isn’t meant to discourage us but humble us. We are fragile. Finite. Dependent. And yet we
are deeply loved. The cross stands at the center of Lent, not as a symbol of defeat, but as the
ultimate sign of love, that God enters our brokenness and redeems it.



The season of Lent does not end in darkness. It moves steadily toward Easter. Every act
of repentance makes resurrection possible. Every surrender makes room for new life. Every
quiet prayer plants a seed of hope. The wilderness is not the final word: Resurrection is.

So, during this season, if you feel weary, let Lent teach you to rest. If you feel distracted,
let Lent teach you to focus. If you feel burdened, let Lent teach you to surrender. And if you feel
distant from God, let Lent draw you closer.

The journey through Lent isn’t about spiritual perfection. It’s about walking honestly
with Jesus — through huger, through reflection, through surrender — until we stand together at
the empty tomb. Let this season called Lent be a season, not of guilt, but of grace. Not of
obligation, but holy invitation. And may the God who meets us in the wilderness bring us safely
into the light of Easter morning.

Blessings,
Pastor Fred

Activities and Announcements

Please join us for:

Sunday School - 9:45 am

Worship Service — 11:00am

Bible Study — Tuesday’s 7:00pm

Methodist Men’s Breakfast — 2" Sunday of each month

Please join us for our Lenten Services
Wednesday 2/25 - 7:00pm at Bethel
Wednesday 3/04 — 7:00pm at Shiloh
Wednesday 3/11 — 7:00pm at Bethel
Wednesday 3/18 — 7:00pm at Shiloh
Wednesday 3/25 — 7:00pm at Bethel

Saturday 3/14 — 8-10am Pancake Breakfast at Julians Lions Club on a donation basis.
Sunday 3/15 — Tuesday 3/17 — 7:00pm Revival Services with Randy Garner
Saturday 4/4 — Easter Egg Hunt at Shiloh

Saturday 4/25 — 4:30-6:30pm Chicken Pie Supper at Shiloh

Mission Minutes: Thanks to everyone for the continued donations to the Julian Food
Pantry. This is greatly appreciated! For the March distribution we are collecting Canned
Vegetables.

There is a box provided at church for these items.

Also, if you have copies of small devotionals such as Upper Rooms that you are no longer
using, please place them in a separate box beside the food pantry items. They will be picked
up with the Food Pantry donations and placed where they can be used by others.




Update from the Evangelism/Missions Committee

The Evangelism Committee has met several times this year with the goal of Shiloh being a
light on a hill to share the gospel with nonbelievers and to welcome anyone to join us as we
pursue our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ who worship passionately, love
extravagantly, and witness boldly.

We have discussed a number of programs and ways to implement them this year to help
achieve this vision.

We want to begin the year with a Revival which is scheduled to begin on Sunday morning,
March 15th with services Sunday night thru Tuesday night at 7:00 pm. Randy Garner will be
preaching Sunday morning and each night. There will be special music each night, Everyone
please be in prayer for our Revival.

We are planning to let the surrounding communities know who we are and get our message
out thru the Shiloh Facebook page, online, and placing ads and announcements in the Liberty
Leader. Our first ad was in the February addition.

We have decided to resume our door hangar ministry in the Spring, This involves going into
neighborhoods and subdivisions hanging a door hangar on the door with information about our
Church.

We are planning to have several Special Events which could include an evening of gospel
music, a guest speaker, a movie night, and other times of fellowship.

We want to explore forming a youth group inviting students from local schools and others to
participate

We are also looking at the possibility of a "meals on wheels" kind of program for those in our
Church or neighbor who are homebound or older singles who would appreciate a meal on
some sort of a schedule.

Our commitment is to continue to reach out to share Christ Love and would welcome any
suggestions.

Thanks to all those on the committee for your dedication and commitment.
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| Believe...

| believe in the God of fruit time and harvest who makes the land to bear gifts in its time and
fills our tables with the bounty of his hand;

| believe in Jesus Christ his Son, who was the first fruit of those that slept, and brings us to
spiritual tables where our cups are always full;

| believe in the Holy Spirit, who causes us to remember all for which we are grateful and
teaches us to see a relationship between our gifts and the giver;

| believe in the world as the arena of my spiritual life, where | am to share hospitality with the
stranger;

for in so doing | shall fulfill the desires of him who has given me everything, and of his Son and
the Holy Spirit.

—John Killinger in Lost in Wonder, Love & Praise



We Have Tomorrow!

During the Korean conflict, journalist Marguerite Higgins, a courageous and award-winning war
correspondent, spoke with a young soldier shivering in the bitter cold. He was eating from a tin
can, his face streaked with mud, when she asked, “If | could give you anything in the world you
wanted, what would you ask for?”

The soldier paused for a moment, then answered quietly, “Give me tomorrow.”

What a simple yet profound longing. For those living in hardship, tomorrow represents hope—
the chance to see another sunrise, to experience peace, to begin again.

As Christians, we live with the blessed assurance that we not only have today, but also
tomorrow—an eternal tomorrow promised through the risen Christ. Scripture reminds us,
“Death has been swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54, NRSV). And again, “Thanks be
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57, NRSV).

Because of Christ’s resurrection, we no longer fear what tomorrow may bring. Our future is
secure, our hope unshaken. In Him, tomorrow is already ours.

Faith That Blooms Anew

“Why are you anxious?” asked our Lord. Then He said, “Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow. They neither toil nor spin; yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these.” (Matthew 6:28—-29, NIV)

Jesus’ words remind us that just as God clothes the lilies of the field in beauty and splendor,
he also provides faithfully for his people. The same Creator who tends to the flowers of spring
cares for every detail of our lives.

People of faith come to see that truth unfold year after year — in the budding trees, the soft
blossoms, and the steady return of color after winter’s gray. God’s reliability is woven into
creation itself.

As poet Adeline Whitney once wrote:

God does not send strange flowers every year,

When the Spring wind blows o’er the pleasant places,
The same dear things lift up the same fair faces,

The violet is here.

Each spring, those familiar blooms whisper the same promise: God is faithful still.




