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A Word from the Pastor 

 

September is weird month for me. Even as I write that, I realize how odd it sounds. I 

should be embracing the changing temperatures and the start up of many sports seasons and 

the winding down of others. But it’s a weird month for me, and probably to some extent, 

anyone over the age of forty.  

Of course, the reason behind this weirdness for me are the terrorist attacks on 

9/11/2001. It’s one of the dates like December 7, 1941 (Pearl Harbor) or November 22, 1963 

(the Kennedy assassination) or, for some, August 16, 1977 (the day Elvis died). Some people 

remember exactly where they were when they heard the news of these events; and so, it is with 

September 11th.  

I was at 820 Wainwright Dr in Mt Lebanon, Pennsylvania, with my father-in-law and one 

other worker.  We were installing baseboard and quarter round to finish up a job at that house. 

We never had a radio playing while we were working (the father-in-law didn’t believe in playing 

radios at work), but the painter was there doing some touch-up work, and he had a radio. And 

that’s how we heard the news. And then the news of a second plane. And then the news of a 

third and forth.  

Even thinking about it now the first thing that strikes me is the confusion we were feeling. 

What was going on, how could this happen? We had a second job at a different house we had to 

finish that day, and when we piled into the work truck the radio got turned on (probably the first 

time in ten years) and we listened to the tragedy unfold as WTC 2 fell to the ground, and then 

WTC 1 about thirty minutes later.  

The confusion turned into fear. Were we in danger in Pittsburgh? Plane #4 came down a 

little too close for comfort. It wasn’t until later in the day, once we were home, that we saw the 

images; the fear turned to grief for all that was lost. And while I didn’t utter the words, there 

were certainly those who asked that infamous question, “Where is God in the midst of this?”  

As tragic as it was, it seemed to bring a divided country together. For the first time in a 

long time every citizen was focused on the same thing. I saw more American flags in the days 

and weeks after that day than I remember ever seeing in my 33 years prior. Churches in the days 

and weeks that followed saw an increase in attendance as people tried to sort out the events.  

Then something happened. The news pinpointed a specific group, and more than that, a 

specific person responsible. The grief of a nation turned to hatred, and I’ll admit I held my fair 

share as well. For some people these feelings of confusion, fear, and hatred still persist.  

 The events of 9/11 reminded us of how deeply fragile life can be and how quick things 

can change. These events took away our sense of security but also brought a renewed focus on 

what truly mattered: faith, hope, and love.  

 



 

 So how do we unpack these feelings when tragedy strikes? Let’s start by addressing the 

fear. I’m reminded of couple of different scriptures. Jesus reminds us in John 16:33, “In this 

world you will have trouble. But take heart! I Have overcome the world.” Psalm 34 tells us in 

verse 18, “The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” 

And in Psalm 46; in verses one and two the psalmist reminds us, “God is our refuge and 

strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth give way 

and the mountains fall into the heart of the seas, though its waters roar and foam and the 

mountains quake with their surging.” And of course, my favorite verses in the Bible: Romans 

8:38-39, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 I think about Nehemiah returning to Jerusalem to find that walls of the great city had 

been destroyed. And yet there was hope as they rebuilt, block by block. An entire community 

was restored through faith. We have all experienced times in our lives when the darkness 

seemed to be setting in all around us, but Christ’s light shines brighter than any darkness. 

 But how do we handle the hatred that might linger in times of tragedy? First, we must 

guard our hearts against bitterness. Hebrews 12:14-15 tells us to “Make every effort to live in 

peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. See to it that no 

one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.” 

 We have to remember to seek God’s justice, not revenge. Paul tells us in Romans 12:19, 

“Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to 

avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord’” 

 But probably the hardest thing for us to do comes from Jesus himself; love and pray for 

our enemies. In Luke 6:27-28 Jesus tells us, “But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” I 

know, that’s a tough one, but it’s what Jesus asks of us. 

 And finally, we have to lean on God’s peace. Paul tells the church in Philippi, “Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 In the end, whether it’s the anniversary of 9/11 or an anniversary of a tragedy that you or 

your family have suffered through, we can use it as a time to reflect on our lives and priorities 

and understand the “bigger picture” that God’s justice will prevail. Hatred can be responded to 

with love, despair with hope, and darkness with light. And that light is Jesus Christ.  

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Fred 

 



  Activities and Announcements 

 

Sunday 9/7 – 4:00pm Family Game night with Pizza at Bethel  
Sunday 9/14 - 7:30am – MM Breakfast 
Saturday 10/11 – 8:00am-2:00pm Bethel Yard Sale at Climax Plaza 
Saturday 11/1 – 9:30am-2:00pm Blood Drive at Shiloh 
 
Please join us for: 
Sunday School - 9:45 am 
Worship Service – 11:00am 
Prayer Gathering – Thursday’s 7:00pm    
Methodist Men’s Breakfast – 2nd Sunday of each month  
 
 
Mission Minutes: Thanks to everyone for the continued donations to the Julian 
Food Pantry.  This is greatly appreciated!  For the September distribution we are 
collecting Soup & Crackers. There is a box provided at church for these items.    
Volunteers are also always welcome. 
 
 
Honoring the Gift of Work 
The Bible affirms both the value and dignity of work. From the beginning, God placed Adam in 
the garden “to work it and keep it” (Genesis 2:15, ESV). In the fourth commandment, we are 
reminded not only to observe the Sabbath, but also to labor diligently throughout the week: “Six 
days you shall labor, and do all your work” (Exodus 20:9, ESV). 
Work is more than a routine obligation; it is an opportunity to engage our God-given abilities in 
meaningful ways. Whether using our hands, minds, or hearts, we reflect the image of our 
Creator—bringing order, care, and creativity into the world. 
Our labor allows us to contribute to the common good, find personal fulfillment, and practice 
faithful stewardship of the talents and strengths God has entrusted to us. As Paul writes, “We 
are God’s fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9, ESV). 
On this Labor Day, may we take time to recognize the blessing of work and celebrate those who 
serve, build, teach, lead, and labor with purpose and care. 
—Author unknown 
 
The Power of Prayer Warriors 
Prayer warriors are spiritual soldiers—men and women who faithfully lift others in prayer, often 
behind the scenes. Though their work may go unnoticed by the world, it is deeply valued by 
God. Their intercession can strengthen the weary, comfort the grieving, and open doors for 
God’s will to be done. 
In Scripture, we are urged to "pray one for another" (James 5:16, KJV), reminding us that 
healing and restoration often come through the prayers of the faithful. A prayer warrior stands in 
the gap, bringing needs before the Lord with boldness and persistence. 
The Apostle Paul recognized the power of prayer, often asking others to pray for him as he 
shared the gospel. In the same way, prayer warriors today uphold churches, pastors, families, 
and communities. 
Their prayers may be silent, but their impact is mighty. Never underestimate the difference a 
praying heart can make. 
 



 
Take Courage: Trusting the One Who Overcomes 
A young woman was deeply troubled by the suffering she saw in the world, as well as by 
struggles within her own family and friendships. Unsure of how to help or where to begin, she 
turned to her pastor for guidance. He responded with a heartfelt letter. A portion of it read: 
"Life is difficult. It is sometimes like a mindless boot camp. We seem to be rehearsing for 
something that is beyond our present knowing. We come from a beginning that we cannot 
remember, and we move toward a destiny that we cannot see. Only imagination, faith and a 
friend here or there give us the strength to go on.  
When Jesus said that we would always have trouble in this world, he added an encouraging 
word that we should never forget: ‘Take courage; I have overcome the world.’ 
I cannot fix you. You cannot fix you. Do not put your ultimate faith in me, or in yourself, or in any 
human being. Trust the Lord of the Harvest. He will fix you when he comes." 
— Excerpted from a letter by Dr. Thomas Lane Butts 
 
The Gift of Music 
I wish to see all arts, principally music, in the service of Him who gave and created them. 
 
Music is a fair and glorious gift from God. I would not forego my humble share of music. Singers 
are never sorrowful, but are merry, and they smile through their troubles in song. 
 
Music makes people kinder, gentler, more staid and reasonable. I am persuaded that after 
theology, music is the only art capable of affording peace and joy of heart … the devil flees 
before the sound of music almost as much as before the Word of God. 
 
—Martin Luther 
 
More than Reading, ’Riting and ’Rithmetic 
You may recall that many followers of Jesus called him “Rabbi.” In essence, the word means 
teacher. Clearly the word describes the brilliant Nazarene who was constantly teaching his 
listeners about God and God’s expectations of humans. 
 
In a secular society, it is of paramount importance that the teachings of Christ be proclaimed 
and affirmed wherever possible. In the early days of our country, it was customary for public 
schools to teach reading, writing and arithmetic as well as Christian principles. Subjects being 
taught were presented in a setting of morality, religion and character development. 
 
The reading book compiled by William H. McGuffey in 1836 focused on such themes as self-
denial, temperance, obedience, and warned against laziness, profanity, stealing and vanity. 
 
In our time, however, when it is difficult to focus on God and spiritual matters in public schools, 
our churches and families have a great responsibility. Sunday school attendance, not only for 
children but for adults as well, must be of primary importance. Prayer, as well as discussion of 
social issues from a Christian point of view, must be practiced in the home and church. We must 
learn and teach about Christ. 
 
“Learn from me,” Jesus said. “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:29 NRSV). Where shall we 
learn of him or from him if not in our churches and homes? 
 
 
 



 
The article below was copied from the Global Methodist Conference Newsletter. 

 
 
PART2: Sharing the Wonderful Words of Life 
 
(with an update on our Bible project from Annual Conference) 
 
 
Charles Spurgeon once said, “A Bible that’s falling apart usually belongs to someone who isn’t.”  
That statement captures the importance of the Bible for a believer. A torn Bible means a tended 
heart. A worn Bible means whole soul. An unused Bible brings an unglued life. A dusty Bible 
leads to a deteriorating faith. 
 
Most of us have Bibles and more than one. We know that we can easily get another. And often 
that means we take the precious treasure of God’s word for granted. But, what about those who 
do not have a Bible. Or those with no access whether financial or geographical to obtain one. 
There are places where a whole village of Christians may share one Bible, and they tear it book 
by book so that they can spread God’s word around and allow the Holy Spirit to do His work 
through the written word of God. 
 
The Bible isn’t just any book. It is God’s book. It isn’t just information and inspiration; it’s 
revelation and transformation. Why do we all need God’s word? 
 
The Bible is the inspired (God breathed), authoritative Word of God. Notice the word all: 
 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize 
what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is 
right.”– 2 Timothy 3:16 
 
The Bible guides our walk with God. 
 
“Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.– Psalms119:105 
 
The Scriptures offer refreshing and wisdom. 
 
“The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
making wise the simple.” – Psalms 19:7 
 
The Scriptures powerfully teach and convict us in right behaviors. 
 
“Fort he word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, 
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts 
and desires.” – Hebrews 4:12 
 



 
The Bible is meant to be shared so that others may have hope. 
 
“Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us 
hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled.”– Romans 15:4 
 
The Bible is God’s word, period. There is not a qualifier. John Wesley exclaimed:“I want to know 
one thing, – the way to heaven; how to land safe on that happy shore. God himself has 
condescended to teach the way: For this very end he came from heaven. He hath written it 
down in a book. O give me that book! At any price, give me the book of God! I have it: Here is 
knowledge enough for me. Let me be homo unius libri (” a man of one book”).”[1] 
 
The most important book for life is the Bible. I need God’s word in my life, you need God’s word 
in your life, others’ need God’s word in their lives. And that brings us back to our Global 
Partnership with the Uganda Conference of the GMC.The challenge was before the conference 
to collect English Translation Bibles and build financial resources to supply Bibles in their local 
languages. 
 
We collected 7,068 Bibles. Thanks to New Hope Church of Winston Salem for collecting and 
storing this huge quantity of Bibles. Further, because of financial donations we have been able 
to supply Study Bibles for our Ugandan GMC pastors and Bibles in five different native 
languages in Uganda. They will have the word of God. We also want to recognize the 
importance of those who understand the need and know exactly what to do and how to get the 
Bibles there. That is where Project Bible Runners comes in. Take time to learn more about 
Project Bible Runners and how you can support them as they transport God’s word all over the 
world. They have been a great help to us and collected all our Bibles on August 24. 
 
Currently, Bibles are in transit to Uganda. Pray for the shipment that carries around 25,000 
Bibles across the ocean including the Bibles for our brothers and sisters in Uganda. Pray for the 
people who will receive God’s word and the testimony that will come, transformed lives and new 
churches for the glory of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
One more thing, remember this as Isaiah wrote: “The grass withers and the flowers fade, but the 
word of our God stands forever” (Isaiah 40:8, NLT) and God said through Isaiah: “It is the same 
with my word. I send it out, and it always produces fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to, and it 
will prosper everywhere I send it” (Isaiah 55:11, NLT). 
 
 
Standing in the Word of God, 
 
Kari Howard 
 
Associate Conference Superintendent 


