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A Word From the Pastor

| used to wait for it as a kid, counting down the days like some kids count down the
days until Christmas. Putting on the one piece, jumpsuit style costume from K-Mart. You
know, the one with the plastic mask with the really thin eye slits you could barely see out
of, held to my head with a thin rubber band that was guaranteed to break by the third
house.

It was a night (not like in today’s world) when my mother turned my brothers and |
loose, without worry, to go out on our own to Trick or Treat door to door in our
neighborhood. Right at six o’clock sharp we would set out on a two-mile trek that, in
reality, only led us to about fifteen houses.

Of course, now that I'm older, | find that | don’t call it Halloween as much as Trick
or Treat. | love seeing how happy kids are as they hold open their bag, and how creative
costumes have become.

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” —John 1:5

For many Christians, though, Halloween brings mixed feelings. It is often associated
with images of darkness, fear, or superstition. Yet, as followers of Jesus, we know that we
are called not to shrink back from the world but to shine the light of Christ into it.
Halloween, when the world gathers outside our doors, offers a unique opportunity to
share God’s love in simple yet powerful ways.

Halloween’s history is a mixture of cultural traditions, but its very name—Al/
Hallows’ Eve—reminds us of its connection to All Saints’ Day, a Christian holiday honoring
the faithful who have gone before us. What began as a sacred reminder of eternal life can
still point us to God’s truth today. As Paul writes:

“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” — Romans 12:21
We don’t need to fear the symbols of the day. Instead, we can redeem it by remembering
that death has been defeated by Christ’s resurrection. Costumes, pumpkins, and even
shadows of “spooky” things can become reminders that nothing can separate us from the
love of God (Romans 8:38—39).



Halloween is one of the few times each year when people come to our doors. What
a gift! Children and families who might never visit a church building walk up our steps,
ring our bell, and greet us face-to-face. Jesus taught us:

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” — Mark 12:31
Something as simple as a warm smile, a kind word, a generous handful of candy, or even
a Scripture card tucked into a treat bag can plant seeds of grace. By showing hospitality,
we reflect God’s welcoming heart.

Halloween often plays with themes of fear. Yet as Christians, we are reminded
again and again in Scripture: “Do not be afraid.” Costumes of skeletons, ghosts, or
monsters can be chances to remind ourselves and our children that through Jesus, death
has lost its sting (1 Corinthians 15:55). We need not run from fear—we proclaim boldly
that Christ is victorious.

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and self-discipline.” — 2

Timothy 1:7
Halloween can be a day when children learn courage, knowing that their faith gives them
confidence to walk through life unafraid.

God is not against joy, celebration, or fun. He delights in His children enjoying life in
ways that honor Him. Dressing up, sharing candy, and walking through neighborhoods
can all be embraced as good gifts when done with thankful hearts.

“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” —

1 Corinthians 10:31
Instead of viewing Halloween as something to avoid, we can view it as an opportunity to
celebrate joyfully, with discernment, keeping Christ at the center.

Blessings,
Pastor Fred

Activities and Announcements

Saturday 10/11 — 8:00am-2:00pm Bethel Yard Sale at Climax Plaza
Sunday 10/12 - 7:30am — MM Breakfast

Sunday 10/26 — Trunk or Treats

Saturday 11/1 — 9:30am-2:00pm Blood Drive at Shiloh



Please join us for:

Sunday School - 9:45 am

Worship Service — 11:00am

Bible Study — Tuesday’s 7:00pm

Methodist Men’s Breakfast — 2" Sunday of each month

Mission Minutes: Thanks to everyone for the continued donations to the Julian
Food Pantry. This is greatly appreciated! For the October distribution we are
collecting Breakfast Items. There is a box provided at church for these items.

The Best Gift for Your Pastor

October is Pastor Appreciation Month—a time to recognize and encourage those who
faithfully shepherd our churches. But if you’ve ever asked a pastor how to show your
gratitude, the answer probably isn’t a plague or applause. More often than not, it’s
simple: “Pray for me.”

Even the Apostle Paul didn’t ask for much personally, except for the prayers of fellow
believers. In his letter to the Romans, he wrote: “Now | urge you, brothers and sisters, by
our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your
prayers to God for me, that | may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea,
and that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints; so that | may come
to you in joy by the will of God and relax in your company” (Romans 15:30-32, NASB).
This October—and every month—encourage your pastor by offering your prayers,
support, and kind words. Ministry can be demanding, but knowing the church is lifting
them up makes all the difference.

Holy Interruptions

Most of us are pretty good at planning—schedules, to-do lists, calendars filled to the
brim. But what happens when God steps in with an unexpected detour?

Throughout Scripture, God often moved in the interruptions. Moses was tending sheep
when he saw a burning bush. Mary was simply living her life when an angel appeared.
Even Jesus was frequently “interrupted” by people seeking healing or hope—and He
never turned them away.

"Interruptible faith" is a posture of openness. It’s saying, “Lord, here’s my plan—but |
trust Yours more.” It means slowing down, paying attention, and being willing to let God
rearrange our day for His greater purpose.

Proverbs 16:9 (NIV) reminds us, “In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord
establishes their steps.” May we have the courage to let Him.



From Knowing to Becoming

Get to know Jesus well because the more you know him, the more you’ll love him. And
the more you love him, the more you’ll want to follow him. And the more you follow him,
the more you’ll become like him. And the more you become like him, the more you
become yourself. —Ned Erickson

The Sounds of Worship

Have you ever paused to listen — really listen — to the world around you?

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing
praises!” (Psalm 98:4, ESV)

The hum of morning birdsong. The laughter of children. The comforting voice of a friend.
Even the quiet moments of stillness. These aren’t just background noise — they’re
invitations to worship.

God designed a world that sings. Worship isn’t limited to Sunday mornings or formal
songs; it’s woven into the everyday moments that tune our hearts to Him. And when we
pause to truly hear it, we are drawn into praise, right where we are.

What sound lifts your heart toward God today? Take a moment to listen. Let it remind
you of His love and nearness.

The Surpassing Grace

The word “surpass” means to exceed, to go beyond, to transcend the reach or capacity
of. In his second letter to the church at Corinth, St. Paul refers to “the surpassing grace of
God that he has given you” (2 Corinthians 9:14, NRSV). Paul was reminding the
Corinthians of the amazing, abundant grace God had showered upon them.

When Paul wrote that letter, the church in Jerusalem was suffering intense persecution.
The members were poor and struggling to be faithful under dire circumstances.

Paul knew the church at Corinth was doing fine financially and that they had a mind to
help out the Jerusalem church. He wrote: “You glorify God ... by the generosity of your
sharing with them and with all others, while they ... pray for you because of the
surpassing grace of God that he has given you” (2 Corinthians 9:13-14, NRSV).

Consider how you can share God’s surpassing grace with others in need.




